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On June 15, the US Supreme Court voted 6 to 3 in support of a ruling which specifies that foreign
nationals suspected of crimes committed in the US or which "threaten the stability or security of
the US" can be captured by US authorities abroad and transported to the US without prior official
extradition proceedings. The vote was six to three, overturning a ruling by the 9th US Circuit
Court of Appeals which specified that such action is illegal. The new ruling paves the way for
the trials of suspects charged with participation in the 1985 torture and murder in Mexico of US
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agent Enrique Camarena. Trial for one of the suspects,
physician Humberto Alvarez Machain, is tentatively scheduled to begin Aug. 25. Alvarez Machain
was kidnapped in Mexico in April 1990 by DEA-contracted bounty hunters, and brought to the US.
The Mexican government has repeatedly protested the Alvarez Machain abduction as a violation
of the US-Mexico extradition treaty, and called for the US to return the defendant to Mexico for
prosecution. In 1986, DEA agents in Mexico kidnapped Mexican citizen Rene Martin Verdugo
and brought him to the US to stand trial in connection with the Camarena murder. Verdugo was
subsequently convicted and sentenced to life in prison. Reactions to the Supreme Court decision
and related events are summarized below. June 15: The Foreign Ministry issued a written statement
banning all activities by DEA agents in Mexico until further notice. According to the statement,
Mexican anti-narcotics agents operating in the US were also ordered to suspend all activities. Under
a 1990 bilateral agreement, up to 60 DEA agents can work in Mexico and 60 Mexican counterparts
are authorized to operate in the US. The statement described the Supreme Court ruling as "invalid
and unacceptable," and warned that the Mexican government would consider any future attempt
by US authorities to abduct Mexican nationals as "a criminal act." Next, the statement indicated that
Mexico City would seek to revise the existing extradition treaty with the US. The court's decision,
said the Ministry, "violates the essential principles of international law and ignores extradition
treaties as the only recognized legitimate and legal means of detaining a person in a sovereign state
and transferring him to another...[Mexico] rejects decisively any interpretation that pretends to
recognize the possibility of the extra-territorial application of the laws of one country" in another. In
a statement from his prison cell in California, Alvarez Machain called the ruling "a slap in the face
of the people of Mexico and the Mexican government." June 16: At Foreign Ministry headquarters
in Mexico City, US and Mexican negotiators commenced talks aimed at minimizing fallout from
the Supreme Court ruling. The US team, which included representatives from the DEA and the
Departments of State and Justice, was headed by US Ambassador John Negroponte. The Mexican
delegation was led by deputy foreign minister Andres Rozental. In a written statement, the Foreign
Ministry announced that the ban on DEA activities had been lifted. US and Mexican negotiators
reviewed the bilateral extradition treaty, and rules governing the presence of DEA agents in Mexico.
The ministry statement added that the decision to restore anti-drug trafficking cooperative efforts
with the US came after Mexico City received assurances from the Bush administration that all
bilateral cooperation would be carried out "with full respect of sovereign rights and national
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prerogatives." June 18: In a press release, the Mexican Attorney General's Office (PGR) announced
that the government would request the extradition of two US police officers who participated in the
June 13 kidnapping of Mexican citizen Teoldulo Romo Lopez from the border town of Naco, Sonora
state. According to the statement, police officers Vicente Madrid and Randy Flores crossed into Naco
where they picked up Romo Lopez on the street and then took him across the border to Tucson,
Arizona. The statement added that three Mexican law enforcement officers had been reprimanded
for failing to prevent the abduction. June 22: The Supreme Court issued a ruling confirming that
the 1986 abduction in Mexico of Rene Martin Verdugo was legal. June 23: The Mexican Foreign
Ministry rejected the June 22 Supreme Court ruling, described as "invalid and unacceptable."
In Mexico City, US and Mexican negotiators resumed talks aimed at revising the 1978 bilateral
extradition treaty. Mexican negotiators indicated that they wanted specific language introduced into
the treaty prohibiting abductions of Mexican citizens from Mexican territory. A spokesperson for the
Foreign Ministry told reporters that Mexican negotiators were also demanding the return of Alvarez
Machain to Mexico. June 24: Bilateral talks were suspended temporarily in response to a request by
the US delegation. A Mexican source participating in the talks told reporters that US negotiators had
asked for more time in order to consult with authorities in Washington. The source added that while
Mexico is satisfied with verbal assurances regarding US intentions to respect Mexican sovereignty
during anti-narcotics efforts, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's administration believes that such
a commitment should also be reflected in the treaties and other written documents which regulate
bilateral relations. (Sources: United Press International, 06/15/92; Notimex, 06/15/92, 06/16/92;
Associated Press, 06/15/92, 06/16/92, 06/23/92; Agence France-Presse, 06/17/92, 06/18/92, 06/23/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 06/24/92)
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